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January 24, 2016  
 

The 3rd Sunday before Lent 

 

WELCOME: To all of our guests and visitors we extend a warm and 
sincere welcome. To those seeking a church home, we offer fellowship with 

a living Redeemer, membership in His Church and citizenship in His 
Kingdom. Our message is as old as God’s Word to mankind: Jesus Christ, 
crucified and risen for the salvation of mankind. Please sign our Guest 
Register as you leave the church.      
 

Order of Worship:  Service of the Word, page 38 

 

Hymns:    389 (insert), 391, 390, 457 
 

First Lesson:  Exodus 17:1-7 
 

Psalm:   Psalm 46, page 84    
 

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:5 
 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 20:1-16     

 

Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:5 
 

Sermon Theme:    “Always run the race in order 

                to obtain the prize” 
 

1. Contending for the crown that matters 

2. Maintaining spiritual discipline 

3. Never taking God’s grace for granted 

 

0rganist:  Mrs. Jill Kaiser 

Worship leader:  Pastor Ross Else 
 

This Week at Emmaus   
 

 

TODAY   Worship    8:00/10:30 am  
Growing in God’s Word   9:15 am 
Quarterly Voters’ Meeting  11:45 am 

 

TUESDAY  Women’s Group Meeting  6:30 pm   
 

WEDNESDAY  Bible Study    6:30 pm 
 

FRIDAY-MONDAY No School – San Diego Basketball Tournament                 

NEXT SUNDAY  Worship w/Lord’s Supper  8:00/10:30 am  
                 Growing in God’s Word   9:15 am  
    
 

Lord's Supper - will be celebrated next Sunday. Please prepare your hearts 

accordingly this week. 

A historical explanation for the Sundays leading up to Lent: 
 

“The Church, therefore, has instituted a preparation for the holy time of Lent. She gives us 
the three weeks of Septuagesima, during which she withdraws us, as much as may be, 
from the noisy distractions of the world, in order that our hearts may be the more readily 
impressed by the solemn warning she is to give us, at the commencement of Lent, by 
marking our foreheads with ashes. 
 

Septuagesima Sunday is the ninth Sunday before Lent, and it is the day on which the 
Septuagesima season of preparation for Lent has begun for more than 1,000 years in the 
traditional calendar. The Septuagesima season is made up of three Sundays: 
Septuagesima (which means seventieth), Sexagesima (which means sixtieth), and 
Quinquagesima (which means fiftieth), and it extends until Ash Wednesday… 
 

The leading feature, then, of Septuagesima is the total suspension of the Alleluia, which is 
not to be again heard upon the earth, until the arrival of that happy day, when, having 
suffered death with our Jesus, and having been buried together with him, we shall rise 
again with him to a new life [Coloss. ii. 12].” The Liturgical Year, Dom Guéranger.   
 

For more information on the Sundays before Lent and their meaning, the 
following confessional Lutheran explanation might be a helpful listen: 
 

http://issuesetc.org/2016/01/19/encore-looking-forward-to-sunday-morning-
septuagesima-1-year-lectionary-pr-david-petersen-11916/  
 
 
 
 

First Lesson – Exodus 17:1-7 
New International Version (NIV 1984)     

 

1 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, 

traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They 

camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 

drink. 2 So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 

drink.” Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 

put the LORD to the test?” 3 But the people were thirsty for water 

there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you 

bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock 

die of thirst?” 4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to 

do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The 

LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with 

you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff 

with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there before 

you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out 

of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the 

elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah and Meribah 

because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD 

saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

 

http://issuesetc.org/2016/01/19/encore-looking-forward-to-sunday-morning-septuagesima-1-year-lectionary-pr-david-petersen-11916/
http://issuesetc.org/2016/01/19/encore-looking-forward-to-sunday-morning-septuagesima-1-year-lectionary-pr-david-petersen-11916/


Second Lesson – 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:5 
 

New International Version (NIV 1984)   
 

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who 

competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a 

crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last 

forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I 

do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 27 No, I strike a blow to my 

body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I 

myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 
 

1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and 

sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all 

passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the 

cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and 

drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock 

that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God 

was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the 

wilderness. 
 
 

 
 

Gospel – Matthew 20:1-16 
 

New International Version (NIV 1984)      
 

1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early 

in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay 

them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 3 “About 

nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the 

marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in 

my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. “He 

went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did 

the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found 

still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been 

standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 7 “ ‘Because no one has 

hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in 

my vineyard.’ 8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 

to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning 

with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 9 “The workers who 

were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a 

denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected 

to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 

When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 

12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 

work and the heat of the day.’ 13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am 

not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 

denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was 

hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what 

I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?’ 16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

Emmaus Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

“Always treasure God’s 
gift of grace in Christ” 

 



Announcements 
 

In Our Prayers –  
 

Those with ongoing health and other struggles – The family of Simon Popovici 
(preschool student), whose grandmother is hospitialized,  Barb Widmann, 
(surgery), Michelle Suhonen, (surgery) Vita Marie Tollefson, Ronnie Earl, 
(nephew of Linda Thompson) surgery, Dylan Denneson, (preemie nephew of 
Karen Sabree), Randy Scheel, Andrew Willems, (friend of Plochers), heart 
surgery, Michelle Becerra, (daughter of Roger and Carol Wilde), surgery, 
Julie Patterson, (daughter-in-law of Jim and Judy Patterson), cancer, Barbara 
Parsons, Beth Wiechman, (classmate of Mark & Jill Kaiser) Colette 
Bodjanac, Josh and Zach Soto, Barb Wendt, Ted Bodjanac, Kathy Boyd, 
Vince Wallenberg,  Jack English, (Barb Osborn’s brother) Debbie Reiff, Ellen 
King, Ron and Barb Osborn’s sister-in-law Barb, Paul Krause, Cynthia 
Mayotte, Katie Conklin, Diane Scheel, Harold Weimer  
 

Baptism - Jason and Cheryl Glynn, Samuel and Joseph, giving thanks for 
Joseph’s birth, and also for his spiritual birth through Holy Baptism last 
Sunday in 1st service. May the Lord graciously preserve the Glynn family 
through Word and Sacrament all their days! 
 
Quarterly Voters’ Meeting – will be held after the 10:30 am service today, 
Sunday, January 24.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Father/Daughter Dance – All girls and their dads are invited to come for an 
evening of food, dance and fun at the annual Emmaus Father/Daughter 
Dance. It is on Friday, February 5th, from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. This free event is 
hosted by the Emmaus Women’s Group. Dinner will be provided.  Please 
sign up in the office, rear of church or by calling the school office by February 
3rd if you would like to attend. 
 
Bathrooms/Baby Changing Tables – are located in the Fellowship Hall, which 
is the large building in front of the church.  (The building closest to the 
parking lot)  There are changing tables in both bathrooms for your 
convenience.  The bathrooms are located on the east end of the building. 
 
Children’s Bulletins – We have special bulletins for our children each Sunday.  
The ushers will have them when they are handing out the weekly bulletins.  
Please feel free to ask them for this bulletin.  Crayons are also available from 
the ushers.  Each week’s bulletin will correspond with the current week of the 
church year calendar.  
 
Sunday School – Please join us between services from 9:15 – 10:15 am for 
the further study of God’s Word. There is Sunday School for ages 3 through 
high school and also Bible Study for the adults.     
 

      Preschool – grade 3 meet in Rm1                    “Solomon’s Prayer” 
      4th – 6th grade meet in Room 6                           “Judgement Day” 
      7th grade - High School age                               Heroes of Faith 
      Adults meet in the Fellowship Hall              Bible Study – 2nd Corinthians 
 

Worship Attendance    
Sunday, January 17th – 129 (83 - 8:00 am, 46 - 10:30 am)  
 
 

Income from week ending Jan 17, 2016      Month Total     Monthly Budget 
First Fruits Offering       $3881.91             $13,314.41        $21,598 
School        $1703                  $8422.20           $13,570 
Preschool/Extended Care   $537.20               $3149.71           $5406 
Mortgage         $1310                   $2110 
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